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tatly taken in Short-hand, as it was 

lelivered by him, in the Meeting-Houſe of 
he People called Quakers, at Devonſbire- 
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Prayer afcer Sermon. 
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E Lord Jeſus Chriſt- is the 
| Light, Life and Vertue that 
Ill only tisfie. Chul is JU © 
| There is nothing can fatisfie 
tae Souls of the Upright, unleſs 
they. feel Life and Yertae to flow 
irom Chriſt Jeſus ; and this, whe- 
ther it flow Inſtrumentally or 'Im- 
mediately, always Comforteth ; it 

= -— always 
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always Refreſheth the Upright in 
Heart. 

. - * Therefore all they that deſire Sa- 
tisfaQtion to their Souls, that meet 


together upon that Account, they 
ought to have their Eyes turned <4 


the Lord, that. they may be capi- 
ble-to underftand- the Miniftration 
of the Spirit, whether in them- 
ſelves, or — any other. Por 
while they are Exerciſed outward- 
Iy, and the Dependance of their 
Souls is upon- that which is out- 
ward, there remains a Yai upon 


the Mind, that they many times | 


hear excellent _ {poken of the 
ingdom of God, but they under- 


Minds from that of God in” them- 
ſelves, that ſhould give them an 
Underftanding. We never pre- 
tended to give People an- Under. 
ftanding, we have always Lu 

at 


them not, becauſe they are 
Alienated and Eftranged in their- 
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That is the Work of God. We 
have ſpoken many things of the 
K/jngdom of God, Excellent Things 
have been Revealed to us by his 
Holy Spirit ; and the fame Spirit 
hath given us Utterance, to ſpeak 
of the great things of the Law of 
God ; yet many, - that have been 
Conſtant Hearers of theſe things, 
remain Ignorant, and remain In- 
ſenſible, becauſe they are not Ex- 


erciſed in their own Meaſure of 


the Grace and Light of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by which they ſhould 
receiveand underſtand them. 

This hath made me many a time 
to Lament the Caſe of many of the 
People of this City and Nation, 
who are Daily Hearers of the x 
of God Preached, and retain it not 
in their Hearts: The Sowers are 
gone out to ſow, but many receive 
it in the FHigh-Way-Groknd ; the 
Way that every thing can paſs in, 

| there 
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there they receive the Word ſown, 
and the Devil catcheth it away ; 
and though they have heard Ex- 
cellent things, of the Strength, Abi- 
lity and Power of God, that he 
miniſtreth to his People, they re- 
main ſo weak and ſo feeble, that 
they are blown away with every 
Blaſt of the Adverfary, with eve- ! 
ry Temptation, and with every 
Snare and Gin that is laid for them, 
they are catched, and enſnared, and: 
taken: And ſo theſe come to Meet- 
iogs again and again, one Year af- 
ter another ; I might ſay unto you, 
Wherefore do you come? It may 
be you may ſay, We delire to be 
ſatisfied ; we deſire fatisfaCtion for 
our Souls. Do you ſo? Then I tell 
you, You may come all the Days 
of your Life, and want it, and lay 
down your Heads in Sorrow at laſt | 
for all that, For all the Words in 


the World will never —— 
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of that Heavenly Life and Ver- 
tue which brings true ſatisfaQtion 
to the Soul,: unto any, except to 
thoſe that have an Exerciſe in their 
own Minds and Spirits, in that 
which they have of God; they 
muſt firſt be brought to know the 
Way they ſhould walk in, and to 


{ believe that is the Way: When 


People believe this is my Way, the 
Light within is my Way, the 
Grace of God is my Way ; that 
which ſearcheth and tries myHeart,, 
that is my Way I muſt Walk in, 
Speak in, and Think in, and. do 
all that I have to doin; when I 
believe this is that Way, then this 
Belief obligeth Men to a conſtanr 
taking heed to their Ways, to their 
Footſteps. And here they that are 
thus Exerciſed are in a tender care of. 


. every Step they take in their Way ; 


and ſo perhaps, they may receive 


great Benefit by _ the Reports 


4. they 
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they do Daily make unto them 
that were in this Way before them, 
and have Travelled further in ir, 
then they ever yet have done. 
The Experiences of the Servants 
of the Lord, are Daily helpful to 
them, and they are Daily” Com- 
forted, Strengthened, and Confirm- 
ed, to hear how they have ſped, 
that have TravelPd through thy 
Condition, and through thy pre- 
lent State; what Helps and Ad- 
vantages they have met with, will 
do thee Good, and Comfort thee; 
But what is this to thoſe that are 
not in the Way ? That have not 
Faith in the Way ; or if they have 
an overly Belief of the Do&rine, 
and Way it ſelf, yet they are not 
excrciling themſelves to walk there- 
in ; for they do but hear as.the 
reſt of the Workd hear, ſaying, 
This Good Man, and the other Good 
Man, made a good Sermon, Why 
was 
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was it good? Not for any 
ood they found by it, but 


fore we are obliged to believe it; 
But now this good DoQtrine, if 
it be never ſo good, and never fo 


firmly proved, it brings forth: no- 
Fruit to the amendment of Life; 


faving inthem that believe, ſaving 
in them where there is an Exer- 


ciſe in the Fear of God, where 


People are concerned for their Soul's 
fatisfation. For' they that look 


| for true ſatigfattion by this or that, 


or the other way of the World,they 
fpend their Days without ſatisfa- 
ftion, and ſo at laſt they Dye in 


| Sorrow ; and ſo it will be to the 


end of this, and'all ſucceeding Gene- 
rations. 

And therefore my Friends, tho*. 
F confeſs it is not a Grief to me, 


but a- Joy to ſee People willing to 


Ax5 hear 
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uſe he raiſed his DoQrine well; 
and proved it from Scripture, there-- 
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hear the Truth, and to come to 
gether in great Aſſemblies ; tho' 
I fay, this isnot a Grief but a Joy, 
for I am not about to diſcourage 
them that ſo do : Yet I myft 

plain with you, I know what I 
{ay, and you will know it too one 
Day, that all this Meeting toge- 
ther, and gathering in great Aſſem- | 
blies, and hearing what is Preach- 
ed to you, with never ſo great De- 
light to your:Minds: It will do | 
you no good, unleſs you believe.in 
the Grace of God, that hath been 


Miniſtred to you through Jeſus | 


Chuſt. | 
And when People come to this 
Foundation, and Build on it, and 
grow every Day more and more 
diligently in the Exerciſe of their 
Minds towards God, and examine 
their Way, and examine their Foot- 
ſeps,how they have walked yeſter- 
day,how they have walked thisday, 
and 
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and how their Minds are Exerci- 
ſed at this preſent, whether they 
have anſwered the Grace of God; 
when they come to be thus Ex- 
erciſed, they will look upon them- 
ſelves as bound in Duty to give 
Account to God every Moment, , 
for their Thoughts, Words, and: 
A&tions :: When they are thus Ex-- 
erciſed,, then let them come- to: 
| Meetings in the Name of God, and 
hear the Experiences.of them that 
have gone before them, and Trea- 
ſured up. Sayings in their Hearts. 
| . for their Encouragement, and they 
will find this will be an help to 
them :- But if People go and Build 
up a Religion upon the Sayings of 
this and Bat Man; Nay, were it 


upon- the Sayings of Chriſt him- 
felf and his Apoſtles, if they were 
here to Preach to them, and: Build 
| upa Religion upon their Words, 
| and Sayings, and DoQtrines, with- 

out: 
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- - Out the Operation of the Spirit of 
God upon their Hearts, inclining 
them to Holineſs and Righteoul- 
neſs, this Religion would do them 
no good : By this to make the beft J 
of 1t, they might make a ſhifr-to 
reach to a form of Godlinefs; Peo- 
ple conforming themſelves out- 
wardly, to the outward Precept 
or Command from without, it 
might amount to a form of God- 
lineſs; yet it might be ſuppoſed and 
granted that the Power of God, 
the Power of Divine Life and Ver- 
tue, where it comes it doth Santi 
fie and Seaſon the Mind, and bring 
Men into an awful Reverence of 
the Living God their Maker, that | 
they might ſtand in awe and not 
Sin againſt him ; for here is the 
Life of Religion, And this hath 
a great difference from the man» 
ner of Building up Men in Religt- 
on, that many have been _ 

tec 
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f Jted withal. They tell us our Fa- 
> fthers before us, were Built up in 
- theſe Forms, and Modes, and Me- 
| Jthods of Religion, they received 
- Flo many Doctrines, Ordinances, 
} [Sacraments and Articles; and when 
theſe are Received, Believed and 
Profeſſed, there is a Saint for you, 
there is a Child of God, and a 
Member of the Church. How 
came he to be ſo? He was Inftru- 
Red in all the Principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and ſubjeCt to 
| all the Ordinances of the Church, 
faith one; and faith another, He 
could Speak Excellently concerning 
the DoQrine of our Religion ; 
| therefore he is certainly a Child of 
God, and a Member of Chriſt : But 
all this Acceptation of the Princt- 
ples of Chriſtian Religion, of Do- 
Arines, and Ordinances, and Sa- 
craments: All this will not amount 


to the Purifying of the Heart, and 
Cleanſing 
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Cleanſing and Purging of the Con- |; 
ſcience; nay, it would not come 
to a far leſs matter, to the bridline I* 
of the Tongue; but they would | 
be in a Paſſion upon the leaſt Pro} 
vocation, and upon the leaft Dif. { 
taſte and Diſguſt given them, their 
Tongues would run over into 
Wrath, and into Wantonneſs, and 
Profanneſs; and upon any Occa- | 
fion or Provocation given, their 
eorrupted Words would prevail, 
and lead them into Deceit and 
Covetous Practices ; and though 
the Fruits and Works of the Old 
Man remain; yet they will fol» | 
low the Principle: of the Rege- 
nerate, as far as they conſiſt in, 
Words. 

If our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſay, 
Except a Man be born again, he can- \ 
not enter into the Kjugdom of God ; 
Then this old Corrupt Birth it 
will Preach a Sermon upon this 
Text, 
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Text, and profeſs that, How ma- 
have taken upon them to Preach a 
Sermon, upan ſome excellent Say- 
; ings of Chriſt, that never knew 
what Regeperation was, nor what 
* | the New Birth was; for the New 
. | Birth always hath, a. New Life ; 
| {but they have lived the Life of 
Carnal Corrupt Fallen Man, and 
yet Preach a Sermon upon R 
neration:, Thus the Minifter hath 
done, and the People have beliey» 
ed him, and have been gathered 
{ mto ſuch and ſuch a Chureh ; for 
moſt put themſelves into one 
| Church or other ; they have been 
Covenanted Chriſtian, Members of 
a Church ; but they have wanted 
that which makes a Chriſtian a Re- 
ligious Chriftian Man, wiz. The 
! Anſwer of a good Conſcience. . 
/ A true Chriſtian Man, he is 
{ bound to be an obedient Child 
unto God, that begat him of his 
own 


 T 
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own Will, by the Word of Truth; 
and ſuch an one may be in expe- 
Qation of an Anſwer of Peace from 
God, through Jefus Chriſt, in 
whom he hath believed, and b 
whom he is reconciled to God; 
If you take away this New Birth, 
and this New Nature, and an An- 
ſwer of Peace, from God to the ! 
Soul: Then tell me what the 
Chriſtian Religion is, more than 
the Religion of Heathens and Pa- 
gans, that Worſhip Stocks and . 
Stones? Alll the reſt is but Talk, 
and Men are never a whit the bet: ' 
ter for it: One Man may excel | 
another in Talk and , Diſcourſe: !' 
A Debauched Man many times 
hath been able to talk at a great 
Rate, and to ſpeak notable things; 
and fome have been ready to (ay, 
It is pitty that a Man of fuch Ex- 
cellent Parts fhould lead a wicked 


Lite: But Alas! If ſuch a one 
can 
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1; fan talk of the Power of God till, 
id the Devil hath power over 
him ; or if he ſpeak highly of the 


plays the Fool abominably'; fo —_ 


bo 
n 
n IWViſdom of God, yet he himſelf 


that by ſuch a kind of Life, and 
ſuch a kind of Religion, . People 
never attain to SatisfaQtion, after 
» Forty, or Fifty, or Sixty Years, 
- {{pent therein, they muſt after all, 
| thy down their Heads in Sorrow, 
. Iwhen they have been conſtant 
{keepers to the Church, and Say- 
| fers of their Prayers, and Receivers 
Jof the Sacrament, and ſtedfaſtly- 
jbelieve the Articles of the Creed, 
#.nd make Profeſſion of all the Parts 
of Chriſtian Religion; yet after 
all, they muſt lay down their 
{Heads in Sorrow ; Why, What is 
'the matter ? What did they want ? 
:They wanted Faith in the Power” 
'of God, that ſhould enable them 


to overcome their Sin, and live in 
Obe- 


x8 Chriſt All in All. 


Obedience to God ; and they want-Js 
ed to their outward Profeſſion, thehyc 
X Anſwer of a good Conſcience, andiir 
Juſtification through Chrift the Med 
| aiator. th 
They talked of Redemption io! 

through Jeſus Chriſt, but werejV 

never Redeemed from their Sins ;{h 

This 1s ſo evident and plain, that }/ 

there is no ſpeaking to the contrary:}a 

If you ſee a Drunkard, or a Swear: } a 
| er, or an Unclean Perſon, and ifi« 
| he {hall Preach, and make an Ex» 
cellent Sermon, of the Redempti. 
on that there is in Chriſt, and 
therein tell you, what great Be- 
nefits they receive by Chriſt, that J. 
are true Believers ; and that Chriſt } 
is a Redeemer, and Redeemeth + 
them from the Curſe of the Law, | 
and from the Guilt of Sin, and * 
Reconcileth them to God ; ſo that | 
he that was under the Curſe. of | 


the Law, and an Heir of Wrath, 
| is 


[ 
[4 
| 
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Int-Js now a Child of God : -. Now if 
thetyou come to examine this Man, 
and find ask him, Whether be is Re- 
MeJfdeemed, and delivered from Sin, 
that now Sin hath not Dominion 
0n foyer him ? He will tell you, No: 
reg What not Redeemed, when thou 
S ;Fhaſt been a Believer thus long ? 
at JArt thou ſtill under the Bondage 
Y:Jand - aagirt of Sin? "Then thou 
r-Jart under the Goverment of ſome 
if Jother Maſter than Chriſt ; ſome 
| other Maſter hath Rule over thee, 
-Jif thou art not Redeemed from 
1 i{chy Swearing, Lying, Druoken- 
» | neſs, and Uncleannels? If thou 
tart led to theſe things, thou art 
| under the Power and Government 
4 of ſome other Maſter than Chriſt: 
1 Now this hath ſtartled People, 
' when they have been thinoking, 
; that they have been Baptized Per- 
' ſons, and Profeſling Chtiſtians, and 

they have flattered themſelves with 
a 
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a groundleſs Confidence, Let meF 
Dye when I will, this Night, be 
fore to Morrow, I ſhall be faved 
by Chriſt; I am an Heir of the 
Kingdom of God : Let me tell F 
thee, thou Diſhonoureſt the Name Þ 
of God by thy Preſumption. 
When People come to examine 
Matters, and read over the Book | 
of their Conſciences, and ſee what 
Servants they have been to the 
Devil; how the Devil hath led 
them up and down at his Wil, 
thoſe that were Covenanted Chri- 
ſtians, Followers of Chriſt ; when 
the Devil hath ſaid to them, Fol- 
low me ; then, Twill, fayſt thou: 
When the Devil ſaith, FoHow me 
to this and the other cevil-thing ; 1 
ſee I cannot reſiſt ; I cannot with- 
ſtand the Temptation ; I was over- * 
taken, and ſurprized, and led away 
by ſuch an Allurement, and inſna- | 
red by it: I pray thee leave off .: 


Pro- 
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me# rofeſſ ng, for thou diſgraceſt the 
be. Lord Jelus Chriſt; he and his 
ed IC iſciples did not fo; ; He was 
he fempted as- thou art, and his Diſ- 
eff ſeples were tempted as thou art; 
ne Þ were Chriſtians of old time; 

nd Chriſtians that live, in the 
16 Ifreſent time do meet with many 
k {ſemptations, but they are not at 
t wn Devils Beck and Call, as thou 


e 
d "7 he Apoſtle Paz/ in one Paſſage 
| jof his Life, we find he came to 

L awakened and ſtartled : There was 
1 ja Lg from Yeaven ſhone about 
a Vi heard the Voice of Chriſt 
to him, As 9. 4. Sari, 
= oe. PaBned . thou me ! 7 And 
' Ihe ſaid, Who art 50h Lord? And 
the Lord ſaid, 1 am JESUS whom 


' thou perſecateſ : It is hard for thee 
to kick a gainſt ;/þ the Pricks : And he 
[Trembling and Aſtoniſhed, {; 1d, 
' Lord = wilt thou have me 4 


He 
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He was brought to this pul 
his Conyincement, but 


”. l 


was overcome and led Captive;ÞP 
and when he would do Good, Evi 
was preſent with him: To willF 
( ſaith he ) # preſent, but how to P 
perform I know not : but hedid not F 
call this an happy State. He did F 
riot ſay thenT amin a good Con 


dition, when T am ted Captive 


the Devil at his Will: The good. 


that T would do, Ido not, and I 
am Carnal and Sqld under Sin : He 
doth not ſay, This is a good Con- 
dition, I am fatisfied with it ; fee 
what he calls that Condition, he 
gives it a righter Name then many 
People do now a Days, that fay, 


This is the State of God's Chit 


dren; that the beſt 'of all God's 
Children have not Power to live 


without Sif, and overcome all their * 


after Þ 


ore he 


Coguptions, that they fin in their 


beſt Duties, and cari do nothing 
f but 
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free ſut fin, and that Sin mixeth it ſelf 
 teþ all their Holy Duties and Per- 
yes ſrmances : Many of their Mini- 
Jvitfers tell them, that if they think 
vill hey can perform any Duty with- 
#4 ut fin, they deceive themſelves, 
ot #8d run the hazard of being Ac- 
id farſed ; but they Learned not this 
n- of Chriſt, but of ſome other Ma- 
y fer. Paul gave this State another 
4 Name; I would you were as wiſe 
] {when you are in this State and 
e {Condition. O wretched Man that 
. j1 am, who ſhall deliver me? I 
- fſee a Wretchedneſs in this Con- 
- {dition ; I ſe, if T be not delivered 
4 


out of it, TI muft Perifh to all E- 

- Jternity. This 1s not a State to live 
- Jin, who can live at Eaſe in ſuch a 
! Condition as this * Who can chuſe 

/ but Cry out who ſhall deliver me 

! from this Body of Sin and Death ? 

' Alas! we hear no ſuch Cry now 

' amongſt Priefts, or People, and ſe- 
parate 
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perate Congregations: I fear this | 
Cry is almoſt loft among us, un- þ 
leſs it be ſome few that. hear the 
Voice of God, and feel ſuch a ſtroak 
of the Divine Power, as Paul did, 
and anſwer to the Heavenly Voice, 
IL confeſs that my ſelf have heard 
ſuch a Cry, and I haye been ſen- 
ſible of my woful Captivity and 
Bondage, by reaſon of Sin. And 
though I had a mind to do good, 
I could not do. it ; it was my de- 
ſire that T miglit fin no more, I 
would - not ſin againſt the Lord, | 
if I could help it ; and when 1 
would do Good, I found that Evil 
was preſent with me; but I was 
far from ſitting down there, and 
ſaying, This 1s the State and Con- 
dition of God*s People ; It 1s as 
well with me as it was with the | 
Apoſtle Paal, therefore I will fit 
down in this State : The People 
of God cannot find EX ch 
uc 
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tuch 2 State as this3:though Feows 
 feſs, that God's Peculiar Pedple at 
firſt came to this State, for-their 
Conviction, and.the: Opening of 
their Minds, and Enlightning;thei 
Underſtandings,; to fee' thelEvitof 
their Ways ; but thdy{do.naticome 
to this State, as to their Reſt, : and 
then. Cokes themfſelyes. up, as be- 
ing inthe Conditidniof the Chil 
DE Of God ; bir thy we their 
State a right Natine, ani cry; our, 


Re Ra TT 6 


— 


D andifg 1s'E ated; now 

T {& that the Corrupftidm.of my 

Nature prevails againft rhe Grace 
7 of God; and when I would: joyn 
| ith-the -Grace: of Gody;randithe 
Motions © of+ his Holy \.Sparit, tHe 
| Enemy 1s preſent to lead meas 
| | way; I am 'not now in a-Happy 
EA B State, 


[ 1 0 mretched Man that Þ aw; What 
\ | a miſerable Condition am'I fallen 
[ | into!! Tdid cotite itbefpre 2 Nay 
I | fnine-Eyes art! opendd; now-! my 
5 
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State, but I am come to be Con- 
vinced of 'my miferable and 
wretched State and Condition; 
if ſome way or other be not 
found for my Deliverance, I ſhall 
never ſee the Face of God with 
Comfort. Then comes that Cry, 
Who ſball Deliver me? Thus the 
Apoſtle Paul! ( Rom.7.) ſets forth 
ths State of his Convincement, 
and how miſerable a Condition 
he was in; Then he poes fur- 
ther,. and tells you how it was 
with him: TI thenk God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. O I have 
. cauſe h to thank God, I 


am not a Wretched Man now, I | 


am not Carnal, ſold under Sin; ' 
I am not led Captive by the De- 
vil at his Will now. Why, what * 
is the matter? ſaith the Apoſtle; 
The Law of the Spirit of Life in 
Chriſt Jeſus, hath ſet me 4_ om 
the Law of Sin and Death. 
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| fis ſomething to Glory, and tg 

Comfort the Soul in : The Law 
of the Spirit of Life triumphed 
in his Soul, and delivered him 
1 {from che Law of Sin and Death, 
zad redeemed him from the Pow- 
ler. of Sin, and made him ſerve 
| God with Freedom' and Liberty, 
| T thank God, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord : T would have all come Fu 
to this, to thank God ; not only 
' in Words, but Reality, in Deed 
{ and Truth.. For one may teach 
| a Parrot to talk over theſe words, 
{ but it is the Law of the Spirit 
| of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, that will 
| make you free from the Law of 


| Sin and Death. 
This is a hard Leſſon, there- 
! fore you muſt go Home into yout 
' own Conſciences, | before pou can 
make a right Judgment of things, 
' and give a right Anſwer to your 
' ſclves. The Law of the Spirit of 
| B 2 Life 


, 
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Life ,will ſet thee free fromthe | 
Law of thy Paſſion, and of thy |} 


Po and Coverouſtcls and ' Sen- 
ality. and the. Law of thy Car. 
C 


linafions. Att thoh et 
mh from WE ﬀ 


" Now . when; Pebpt tome to 


Examine themſelves, ' they ' haye 
no. way L flee to, bur one © 
theſe, ty 0, hs her, ro buckle: le gol 
9k ols, or. to truſt 

the Dal ets ob their Det. 
verance ; who hath *Enlightticd 
them, to ſee their wrerched and 
woful State ; J and Illuminated their 


Underftandings,: that they "might 


come to bi 5 in order” ro th It 
being delivered. from the Dom 
Aion of Sin. 

The biggeſt part of the World 
think this a thing impoſſible, *and 
therefore do not hope ro be ſet 
free from the Bondage of their 
Sins,” Which of theſe Ways r it 
that 
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that - thou takeſt ? I am afraid 
{ many of you have taken the 
_ | wrong Way: I judge no Body 
+ | in particular, but. T ſpeak this in 
| Faithfulneſs and Love, to your 

/ | Souls, - 
/ If there be any Body here, that 
* | are ſenſible of their Sins, and in 
| a Captivated 'State under Sin and 
Satan, and have deſpaired of ever 
/ being. ſet at Liberty, and. have 
; Kid, It is a vain thong to expect 
| it; for ſome Learned Mea have 
tald them, That there is, no De- 
liverance from Sin in this World, 
ereiore it 15 7's vain for me to 
78, in vain for me to engage 
: Oy Caf into a continual Care and 
Confli, in a continual Warring 
' and Watching agaiaſt Sin; for 
| this Deliverance; can never. be ob- 
; 4ained in this Like: It is 1n vain 
' £0, ſcck for a thung that can never 
be found, and to ſtrive for that 
B.3 which 
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which can never be obtained. "If | 


there be any ſuch here preſent, I 
have this to ſay to them, That 
the Lord, in his Infinite Mercy, 


hath done Two great things for | 
you, to help you out of this De. ' 
ſpair, of obtaining a Full Delive- \ 
rance from the Bondage of your |! 


Sins. 

Firſt, God hath placed a Wit- 
neſs tor himſelf in your Boſems, 
in your Conſciences. Let me ask 
you, Have ye not got Vittory 
over many Sins and Temptations, 
that you have been aſſaulted with, 
from your Childhood to this Day ? 
I might challenge any Perſon in 
this Aſſembly, that when a Temp- 
tation hath been preſented before 
you, hath there - not been ſome- 
thing within 'you, to. tell you of 
' the Danger of complying with it? 
Hath not thy Conſcience warned 
thee, and called upon thee, O take 


_ J.- we — 


heed, 


] heed, do not this evil thing, do 
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not Cheat ihy Neighbour, do 
not commit this Sin ; whether 


. Drunkennefſs, or Uncleanneſs, or 
whatſoever Sin thou wert tempe 


ted to: Now, didſt thou joyn to 
that' Voice in thine own Conſci- 
ence? And did it not help thee 


' |} -over the Temptation? And when 


4 
OO, II 


thou eſcaped the Sin, walt thou 
not glad of it, and rejoyced that 
thou got ViRtory over it? Satan 
laid a Snare, an opportunity be- 
fore me, to commit ſuch a Sin; 
bat I did not joyn with it, and 


now I am glad of it. It was not 


only the Devils fault, for he came 
to his own, but there was an evil 
Inclination in my Heart to it-: 


How came it to paſs thou didft 


not do it? I knew it was a Sin 


ag the Lord. How did 
tho 


ua know that? I knew in 
Conſcience, a if I did it, I 


4 mult: 


of 
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and' that was the Reaſon I did not 


do it. Thus; thou acknowledgeſt, . 


thitthine-own' Conſcience: helped 
thee __ the' Temptation; 

; Now | | 

{ciences, that hear me this Day, 
whether "God hath not done this 
Kmneſs” for- you ; and: there - is 
nor here but hath been ſometime 
helped out of "Tempration ? :F'do 
not believe that ill of any, that 
they 'comply with all the Temp- 
tations they” meet with, but the 
Light” of their 'Conſciences hath 
thewn them" che evil of Sin, and 
[they'have'been kept' out of it, and 
-they have- been glad of it aiter- 
awards. © © pn 


| 2 Now*thib is/one great Kindneſs 


God hath done for every one of you, 
in-ofdeF't& help you'out of this De- 
{pair of 'being delivered from your 
*S itls. p. © Deſpair, 


fin againſt Light, and againſt Con- | 
vition, andapainſt Grace received; Jof i 


T'appeal to' all: your Con- 
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Deſpair, .1n the common Notion 
of it, 1s that which makes a Man 
doubt: of his Eternal Salvation: 1 
Tball gpo:2o Hell when 1 die ; there 6s 
no Mercy for m2. This Deſpair hath 
1: wrought upon Pegple, that mas \ 
ny-bave-loft their Wits, and Cams 
mon Sence, acd at laſt made away 
themſelves ; many have been 
Diſtracted: . and. Undone 1n this 
World, | white they livein it, and 
jat laft have diſpatched themſelves 
out-of it. And there is another De- 
(pair ; a Deſpair of-getting Vidto- 
ry over tlieir Cortuptions, and ob- 
taining a Freedom from Sin : This 
latter: Deſpair, this Nation ,is gene- . 
rally fallen tato ; though the Efiects 
'of the other Deſpair is Lamenta- 
Ible. to behold, the Effefs of this 
{will be: as bad one Day, if not pre- 
'vented by: rectifying that Miltake 
'that Men lieunder. When: I'De- 
{pair of the Power of God to help 

me, 


——c 
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me, and of the Grace of God, and |} 
of the good Will of God for my 
Deliverance; if thou wilt not joyn 
with the Grace of God, and the 
Power of God that is ready to help 
thee, and give thee Deliverance 
from thy Sins; the conſequence of 
it will be Dreadful at the hſt. 
Therefore believe in that Grace of 
God, which hath helped thee againk 
ſome Temptations, and givea thee 
ViRtory over ſome Sins, that it will, | 
if thou faithfully joyn with it, give 
thee Vitory over all. *<T 

Secondly, Conſider God hath dofie 
another kindneſs for thee, He hath 
ſent his Light and Trath into thy 
Heart, to engage thee in a War| 
againſt Sin: There are a D 7 
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many Faithful Soldiers of Chriſt, c 
that have fought this Battle betore 
you, and have gotten the Yi#or),! 7 
and they will tell you, They ne-) G 
ver went out to War in their: x 
OWN, 


| | Chriſt All in All. 25 
own Names, but in the Name of 
the Lord TEHOVAH: When 
. they - ora upon him, and in 
Meekneſs and Fear waited upor 
him, He gave them Power to 
e | overcome ; and they were made 
Conquerors, and more than Con- 
of geerors ; for they have overcome 
thoſe Enemies, that ſometimes 
' bvercame them ; andChrift hath fix- 
ed and ſettled chem in thisConquelſt, 
» | never to be overcome more. Here 
is both an Outward and an In- 
I ward Evidence : The Outward 
| Evidence will do you no good, 
till you come to lay hold of the 
Inward Evidence in your own 
Hearts; then the Outward Evi- 
* dence, that God ſends, will 'be 
! ſerviceable to-you. Therefore my 
7 Friends, I tell you ( as I faid be- 
| fore) Nothing will ſatisfie - the 
+ Soul, but the Vertue and Life 


* that flows into it, from the Foun- 
tain 
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tain-of-Lyif. Here is the 'way\tq | 
it, If you-ſhould hear: of a Treas 
{ury,--and Store.,of Bread laid up 
for al) that aze-willing.to come!to 1; 
if you know-not the way togomg ty | 
it, and were rcady,to periſh with | 
Hanger, What a'Cry would-there 
be among you? If a Man ſhould ' 
come and tell: you where there, is 
ſuch a Treaſury of - Breads, when 
you- are}. ready ;.t0; : p&riſh ; with | 
Hunger, and- tell you, the way to : 
it is Intricate and Narrow, but 


that he himſelf: hath: been there, 
29d that he can tell you the'.rea- 
dy. way to it, and that. he him 
{elf had Relief .and. Supply, and | 
great Plenty beſtowed 'upon- him, 
and that he would |bring you thi- + 
tlier; O chow Welcome would : . 
fuch a one be -to- you! O that 
ou - were, as- Wiſe in. ſpiritual +. 
lungs! And. gs much concern | 
ed for you Souls, as you are for 
your 
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your Bodies! an&'wonld take the 
( Advice' of ' GoPs Minifters!' They 
would turn you to the: Light with- 
in, the Grace of God in your own 
Hearts,, which you! are partakers 
(Gf. © Follow* the Duties of your 
own Conſcicnces, ſftaking ro yoH 
{mn the Name of God, and yot will 
{come quickly whete there is Bread 
enough. "By that" Light * within 
| you will fer” your State! js not. {6 
| $000 as you imagined it was. This 
| Oraile * within, 1s that ' yo mult 
| five withal, and dwell withal ; - you 
uſt go home' with it, and1ye 

- | down” with it, : and ber mult fe 
| With'it, and follow the Diftares of 
It; if yon do fo, before the Week 
' be out, you will have Expepience to 

? tell me, if I ſhould come and ask 
| you, T have gotten more-Vittory 
over my Sins, by following the'Dt- 

* ates of the Light and the Grace - 
of God within my own —_ 
then 
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then by all my Reading, Hearing, | 


and Praying, and performing other 
Duties: Make a Tryalof this, and 
you- will find the Preſence of God 
with you, and that he is. a God at 


buckle. on: your ſpiritual Armour, 
the Captain of your Salvation will 
not be far off, but be preſent before 
you., Therefore keep your Eye un- 
to Jeſus,: the Author and Finiſher 


of: your Faith, and you will be able * 


#0. do all things. through Chriſt that 
ſtrengthens you ; and you will beable 


to Conquer thoſe Sins and Tempta- * 


tions that have conquered you, And 
the Law of the Spirit of Life in 
Chriſt Jefus, will break down- the 


body of Sin and Death, and bring ' 
you into the Glorious Liberty, - 


hong, and not afar off; and'if you, | 


Pp wo" 


which God hath prepared for his ! 


Children, 
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Mr. Stepben Crifp his | 
PRAYER. 
| {Of Glorious God of Life 


W and far and of Ever- 
laſting Kindneſs ; a God of lon 
|Sufiring and Patience, Y = 
]had not been here at this Day. 
O! Lord, we are Monuments 
thy Mercy ; Thou haſt ſpa- 
'red us long, and called 1s in a 
| Day when we turned our Ear 
' from Thee : Thou haſt ſtretched 
: forth Thy Hand all the Day 
' long, and Thou haſt gy = a 
em- 


4 
| 
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| Remnant, and baſt . brought; 
little Remnant of the loſt Sheep | - 
of the '\Houſe of Iſrael , that 
they might partake of the Paſtures 
of Wfe.- } V f. 6 18g 
* And powerful Father of Life, 
all our Souls have been greatly 
Refreid nl Cniforted, Fon 
we came- to. undetftand and cam- | 
preheni with "the reſt of . thy | 
Saints, the Heipht, and Length, | 
and Breagth, and Depth of. thy 
Love, which.in the San of thy | 
Toe, thou haſt Revealed t6 us. | 
And, Bleſſed Father, out | 
Souls Breathe and Cry .to thee, | 
on the behalf of Strangers, which | 
are 'Altens from the Common | 
| Roe Wealth * 
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| Wealth of Iſrael; that: #te 
yet '\ Breathing: and © 'En quriring. 
at} after thee, © Lord, and asking 
| the wa vo:Zhon: 0. Lord hear 
| their Gro. anid bet their - Jighihag 


e and c_— enter into thine - 
) | Ears." 'that all they, in whom 


n_t9: kindle. a 

q Se ka —-4 
| bo them" grow" into a' qr 4 
and burn up all their Enmity 

' | to: thee, that | ſo they niay. be- 
| | purified by: thy Fudgment,, and 
| receive ff thy Heavenly Grace :* 
4 This is the way which thou haſt 
| aufed with thy Children ;- thou 


| baſt inc on; them to. Wor-- 


' ſhi thee in thy Dreelling place. 
: GC. Thou 
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Thou haſt taken them into thy | 
Houſe, and fed them with the 
fineſt Wheat, refreſhed them 
with thy loving Kindnefs, and | 
filled them with thy Holy Spi- 
rit. | 
Deareſt God of Lowe, this 
is. the Purpoſe and Deen of | 
our Meeting together, we | 
may enjoy thy Preſence, and feel | 
the Operation of thy Word, and | 
rag = "* - | 
thy Son feſus Chriſt, t 
thy Holy Toe, - The ny | 
Reft and Life is with thee; | 
= can ſt open, and none can. 
. 1-1 


F ord 


Lord open the Hearts of thy 


| People, to receive. of thy Good- 


neſs, to receive of thy Bleſſing, 
that ſo every one may be ſenſt- 


ble that thou. art at leaſt knock- 
ing at the Door of their Hearts, . 


that thou might have an En- 
trance; and bow the Hearts 


and puff all to 7 Ha af 
thou giveſt,. and haſt: to- offer, 
to-recerve the Word of Life,. by . 
| which thou art Quickning them ; 
and kindle. Holy Deſires after 
thy Self, that every one may 


receive it ; that-ſo, Bleſſed God 
of Life,. thy Glorious Work of 
Redemption may” be carrred on, 
and we may all feel it carried 
on upon our Souls. Hear 
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lear thy bor © Pev — that 


N tr rying 'to thee, oe: 0 


Gods, m Zion ; that are ſen le 


L thetr Weakneſs and 'Feeble- 
s, end how unable they "are 
to ATi 


Ariſe in" thy Power, 


-. and theſe fe Enemies | 


Fall be feb ered. | Let the Souls 


of -th be raiſed F from the 
C84 FIR wered from thetr 


SIN, that they may Repoyce, and 


"Praiſe thy Name for their Del:- 
; Verance. Al 

- Riabteous Gor of I; e, our 
"Eyes pore unto thee to- fo forth 


thy Glory, for thou haſt made 
Fg thine Arm for the Aerq 


ON 


e Enemies of their 
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01. of the Poxx1nnd Neady Souls, _ 
and. thau baft. been ſtretching 
= the -Cords of thy-Loye, to 
| gather them that whrecatter- 
| me: been bringimig'home 
to Frey ſe that ai 
_ fed- away in a Dark and Cloaiy 
- {Day. 
| Thou baf a us ſcnfibleof 
| thy Operations, and haſt con- 
frained thy Servants to Labour 
in the Word and Dodrine, for 
| the Gathering of ſuch home, 
| that ſo they and we may enter 
(int thy Holy "Covenant, and 
| may [ſound forth thy Praife t0 
| 4ges and. Generations to come ; 
' that ſo, Holy God of Life and 


Love. 


_—.. 
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, Love, thou that.haft ſaved ns 

"with a marvellous Salvation, 

may ft receive for ail thy Mercies 

a Bleſſings to thy Children, | 
Praiſe, Glory Fino, anc 
Thankſgiving, for thou alone 
art worthy, who art God over 
all, Bleſſed for evermore. A- 
men. 


